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Study of Undergraduates
PENG Tao

WA NS

PREFACE

When talking with some junior schoolmates, | note that they dont take
undergraduate study serious. Three years ago, | was as juvenile as they are;
Now, | may be a little more sophisticated. However, | would be more efficient in
the past three years, if | had received some advice from senior schoolmates. |
hope to share with junior schoolmates especially the freshman, some of my
experience, perhaps only partially sensible.

Study is the most important in college. We spend most time on study. Our
future will be based on our learning capacity and knowledge in specialty.
Without learning these two, we are wasting our life as well as our parents’
money. Maybe you would say, “Everybody in college naturally is studying.” It
seems true, but we can still differentiate the quality of study.

Then, how to differentiate it? The efficacy of study will be examined in
future career or research. Before that, GPA (Grade-Point Average) is the only
official criteria. There are also some similar terms for “GPA”, e.g. “grade”,
“mark”, etc.
| don’t imply that GPA is more important than study. Since teachers will teach
you how to study, but never teach you how to get a high GPA, here | only
discuss the latter topic.

Though reflecting the consequence of study, GPA is a little different. As a
proof of study quality, GPA is also very important, especially if you want to do
any of these: apply for oversea graduate school; be recommended for admission
to graduate school in China; compete for scholarship; compete for the
opportunity to exchange, enter labs, attend internship, etc.; gain respect from
others.

On contrast, GPA is not so important if you decide to take the graduate
admission exam, or you never intend to apply for graduate admission.

Anyway, 60 points (versus 100 points full mark) is the bottom line. Failing
any subject brings great trouble, at least in Tsinghua.

Every year, when the season for applying graduate school comes, some
year-four students will cry in BBS: “Is there anything that | can do to cover my
flawed GPA?” The response is always: NO WAY. You can do nothing but cry.
Recommendation from a reputable professor or first-author paper with high IF
(Impact Factor) may help you some; taking a GRE-sub or some tests of
expertise may somewhat demonstrate your capacity. However, nothing can
replace GPA. If you don’t even have those additional merits, GPA is the only
thing you have.
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Since it is so important, how can one get a high GPA? In fact, you don’t
have to be genius, but you have to be diligent. “No pain, no gain.” Besides, you

can do something more, i.e. using certain skills:

1. Select a proper course and a proper teacher. You can inquire about this
information from senior schoolmates. Don’t register a course only for interest,
but without respect

to its difficulty. In this case, you should consider auditing it without
registration.

2. Never delay any homework, whatever means you take. If some irresistible
event made your homework late, explain it to TA or teacher and make it up as
soon as possible. Give up any homework means give up this course.

3. Grasp every chance to get bonus, e.g. presentation, optional
homework/project, etc.

4. Take every exam serious. Get well prepared before every single exam,
including final exam, mid-term, and quiz. Mind “instant homework in class”
and anything you are asked to hand in. They are very likely to be scored and
contribute to you final score. Preparation before exams is crucial. | have seen
too many hardworking but poor-prepared classmates earn much lower points
than well-prepared classmates. It is sad, but it is the reality.

5. Get close to teacher and TA. You will learn more and gain more.
6. Join a right team for course project.
7. Never cheat in exams.

That’s all that | want to share with you. Some of it comes from my own
experience, while the rest from my classmates. Some of it may make sense,
while the rest may not. You have to identify it with respect to your situation,

and be responsible for your own judgment. If you dislike these, just forget it.
Work hard and good luck!
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