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For success:
vision and common sense

I went to Berkeley in 1951 as a graduate student in the Chemical Engineering Department and
left in 1953 with the M.s. degree. The opportunity to study peacefully and fruitfully in the
beautiful environment of the campus provided one of the happiest periods in my life, especially
after the turbulent years of World War Il,followed by the nightmare of the Chinese Revolution.
Berkeley was a haven to we in many ways.Pleasant memories of the past often come back to me,
of the days sauntering around the campanile and the evenings burning the "midnight candle" in the
Gilman Hall library before midterms.

In America, | was greatly impressed by the allroung industrial development in the private
sector, which inspired me to establish or to help establish something at home, no matter how small
it might be. In Berkeley, 1 met a fellow student, T.L. Whang,a Chemistry major, whose family
owned a manufacturing concern in Singapore. He tried to interest me in working for him and, as
his idea appealed to my adventurous nature, | accepted. The company, Lam Soon Limited, was a
very small concern then but, due to the foresight off Whang and his brother, not long after I joined
the Company we decided to expand to Malaysia,where the market was much bigger, and | was
entrusted with the chief executive post of Managing Director. The beginning was most difficult,
but through hard struggle, we became the first highly integrated company in the palm oil industry
in South East Asia, with oil palm plantations for raw material and downstream factories for the
manufactrue of cooking oil,soap, margarine, fatty acids, and cocoa butter equivalents. We were
the first in the fractionation of palm oil into olein and stearin, which marked the turning point of
the Malaysian palm oil industry. We alsohave branched out into other concerns, such as canned
food,soft drinks and cocoa plantations. Today, Lam Soon is a houshold name in Malaysia,
Singapore, and Hong Kong, and we cxport to all parts of the world.

I do believe my chemical engineering training in Berkeley has helped me greatly in expanding
our company, achieving efficiency and quality control of production, and utilizing up-to-date
technology.l also believe that in the initial stage of a manufacturing concern, the top exec-
utive with technical education provides an advantage for his company's growth. | wish here to pay
tribute to Professor Theodore Vermeulen,with whom | had frequent contact after graduation. | am
sorry to learn he has passed away.

I won't say | am an entrepreneur, because | did not start the Company nor am | the owner. But |
believe that for success a man should have vision and common sense, followed by diligence,
willingness to listen, and cooperation with people. | wish to add: nobody can be happy without
integrity and there by credibility.

Samuel Kam,M.S.1953 Director, Lam Soon Berhad, Ltd,Malaysia
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