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For success :

vision and common sense

I went to Berkeley in 1951 as a graduate
student in the Chemical Engineering
Department and left in 1953 with the M.s.
degree - The opportunity to study peacefully
and fruitfully in the beautiful environment of
the campus provided one of the happiest
periods in my life » especially after the
turbulent years of World War Il - followed by
the nightmare of the Chinese Revolution -
Berkeley was a heaven to we in many ways o
Pleasant memories of the past often come
back to me » of the days sauntering around
the campanile and the evenings burning the

“midnight candle” in the Gilman Hall
library before midterms -

In America- | was greatly impressed by the
allroung industrial development in the private
sector » which inspired me to establish or to
help establish something at home - no matter
how small it might be - In Berkeley, | met a
fellow student » T.L. Whang > a Chemistry
major > whose family owned a manufacturing
concern in Singapore - He tried to interest me
in working for him and - as his idea appealed
to my adventurous nature > | accepted - The
company > Lam Soon Limited > was a very
small concern then but - due to the foresight
off Whang and his brother > not long after |
joined the Company - We decided to expand to
Malaysia > where the market was much
bigger > and | was entrusted with the chief
executive post of Managing Director - The
beginning was most difficult - but through hard

SR e e .
FEERE -

Bregiils  EAHRE)

HE Rt G E LR

struggle > we became the first highly integrated
company in the palm oil industry in South
East Asia > with oil palm plantations for raw
material and downstream factories for the
manufactrue of cooking oil>soap> margarine>
fatty acids - and cocoa butter equivalents -
We were the first in the fractionation of palm
oil into olein and stearin > which marked the
turning point of the Malaysian palm oil
industry - We also have branched out into
other concerns, such as canned food > soft
drinks and cocoa plantations - Today > Lam
Soon is a household name in Malaysia -
Singapore > and Hong Kong> and we cxport to
all parts of the world -

I do believe my chemical engineering
training in Berkeley has helped me greatly in
expanding our company - achieving efficiency
and quality control of production-and utilizing
up-to-date technology.l also believe that in the
initial stage of a manufacturing concern > the
top executive with technical education
provides an advantage for his company’ s
growth - | wish here to pay tribute to
Professor Theodore Vermeulen > with whom |
had frequent contact after graduation - | am
sorry to learn he has passed away -

I won’ t say | am an entrepreneur -
because | did not start the Company nor am |
the owner - But | believe that for success a
man should have vision and common sense »
followed by diligence > willingness to listen -
and cooperation with people - | wish to add :
nobody can be happy without integrity and
there by credibility -

Samuel Kam,M.S.1953-Director, Lam Soon
Berhad, Ltd,Malaysia
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Speech at Closing Ceremony of LSSI by Peng Tao
Dr. and Mrs. Lee, President Chen, honored guests, staff of LSSI, and my fellow
participants:
I’ m Peng Tao from Tsinghua University. It’ s my great honor to be here on behalf
of the participants from Northeast and North China.
Well, I got to know Dr. and Mrs. Lee long before this program. Their enthusiasm and
dedication to the education of next generation inspire me a lot. Dr. Lee told us:
The world is getting smaller and smaller with the growth of international
communication and exchange. We have to respect different cultures and learn from
each other.
In these five weeks, we have learned a lot. We learned more about the comparison
of Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta. We also experienced the culture and
the rule of law in Hong Kong
China is growing and stepping forward to build a harmonious society. We have visited
the two most advanced areas in China. However, we haven’ t seen the poorer areas
China is still a developing country. I have been to some remote areas and seen many
poor children with no chance to go to school. We should pay more attention to all
these as President Chen suggested. One of the alumni said, we should follow the
example Dr. and Mrs. Lee set for us, spread the love they gave us to help the people
in need.
At the very beginning, we talked and got to know each other. We built our friendships
through these weeks and even treat each other as members of a big family. And the
host students help others a lot while in Hangzhou, Guangzhou, and Hong Kong
Especially, I want to express my gratitude to the participants from Hong Kong
Without your help, we would have had many troubles and difficulties during these
three weeks in Hong Kong.
Today is the closing ceremony of LSSI. We have to say goodbye to each other soon.
But the influence of this program will never end. We will carry on our friendship
and the spirit learned here, and spread the love Dr. and Mrs. Lee gave us.

Thank you!
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